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By Minister Coleman Schnaak

| have been student minister at ACCCN for about a year now, and it has been a great experience. | have grown
in ways | never would have thought of; at the same time, | have even seen some of my weaknesses — some that |
didn't know | had and others that | had tried to hide by avoiding situations that would expose them.

Since becoming a Christian and then joining the mission field immediately after graduating high school and nev-
er looking back, | have learned one important thing: It's not necessarily always just me ministering to people; 99
percent of the time, it's God ministering me and working in my heart. Whether it's traveling to California to help
with the North American Mission Board or leading a team of Ivy League Scholars through China to spread the name
of Christ, | can look back and see that it's those faith-stretching circumstances God placed me in that caused me to
grow as an individual and allowed me to experience and live out my faith in Christ.

One such circumstance occurred when a close friend of mine who is now head English Pastor at Beijing Interna-
tional Christian Fellowship encouraged me to use a gift he saw in me, which was preaching/teaching. | can still re-
member the dry mouth and the sinking feeling in my stomach the first time | preached. My notorious stage fright
made me forget what | was going to say, leading to blank stares from the 200-plus people waiting to hear my mes-
sage. Although | was uncomfortable at the time, now | see that it was a growing moment for me. I'm still in the pro-
cess of becoming a better preacher and teacher, but that experience of stepping out of my comfort zone and being
willing to be stretched got me to preach many more times after that.

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA
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God is continuing this stretching process in me still; in the past ten years of bi-vocational ministry in various
church contexts, | always had the choice not to do certain things because the thought of doing them made me sick
to my stomach, as with my first time preaching. Now, doing ministry full time, | have to do the things | don't like do-
ing. Administrative work, for example, is one of my most significant weaknesses; knowing that, God put me here at
ACCCN, where | am surrounded by professionals who are great at doing things like this. Mercifully, these profession-
als are willing to teach me and help me grow in this area of my life.

My wife, who has been a big part of this “stretching” process, has continued to be an encouragement either by
joining alongside me at Friday night youth group to be a counselor or by mentoring college girls. Without her, |
couldn’t do it. During this year of serving at ACCCN, she and my two children and | have enjoyed engaging with the
students. Some students never fail to scream my first son’s name whenever they see him; some of the older stu-
dents do a little chant whenever | am wearing a suit because they know I’'m going to preach that Sunday. Although
there are a lot more kids to build relationships with (and that job will never end), | believe my family has settled in
nicely. We all look forward to the years to come here at ACCCN as we continue to work alongside the gifted godly
men and women that we have been placed among. My family looks forward to the many opportunities God will
give us to help all of us grow closer to Christ, which is precisely what | want for our students at ACCCN: more oppor-
tunities for them to grow closer to their creator.

For those who don't know, ACCCN Student Ministry exists to glorify God by making young disciples of Jesus
Christ and equipping them to build the next generation of the church. How do we do that? Well, we are guided by
Ephesians 4:11-13:

"1 5o Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, * to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 2 until we all reach uni-
ty in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole meas-
ure of the fullness of Christ." (Ephesians 4:11-13, NIV).

Through these verses in Ephesians and other passages, it's clear that it's not just "church leaders" who do the
works of service, but it's also the people who are equipped by those leaders who ultimately do many of those works.
We all play a part; every believer, including those among our youth, has been gifted by God to serve His Kingdom. It is
not only the "ministers" who are called to ministry, but all who are baptized and born again in Christ.

10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's
grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10, NIV).

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA
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So it is through this lens that we look at our youth. While many youth ministries focus primarily on entertainment,
our priority is to teach the Bible faithfully and address students' fundamental questions—whether about God's sover-
eignty, the problem of suffering, or the foundations of the Christian faith. We do this because our ultimate goal is to
see young believers grow into mature followers of Christ. We aren't just training youth; we are equipping future disci-
ples and leaders for church service, whether working 9-5 in an office or doing full-time ministry. For us to reach this
goal, they must experience God through circumstances that stretch their faith and get them out of their comfort
zones. That is why, in addition to biblical teaching, we encourage students to take active roles in prayer meetings, Fri-
day night gatherings, Sunday services, and other church events. It's these things that will challenge us a little, and it's
the challenges we face that grow us and bring us closer to God.

? Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, > because you
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. * Let perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (James 1:2-3, NIV).

Although I'm not saying our kids should be put in impossible situations, we should put them in situations that
stretch them and even allow them to make a few mistakes. The church that God established is the perfect place for
this. In Western culture, parents often say that they are not merely raising children but raising adults, meaning they
are preparing them to become responsible grownups. In the same way, we at ACCCN are not simply raising kids but
equipping the next-generation church. The work starts now.

About the author:

After high school, Coleman Schnaak decided not
Minister Coleman Schnaak to pursue the same path as his peers. Instead, he
took a gap year to see what God would do with
him. He joined NAMB in the summer of 2013 for a
mission trip, which turned into a year-long mis-
sion. Then, one gap year turned into four gap
years, during which he served the North Coast
Baptist Association in California and did youth
ministry and evangelism training. While serving,
Coleman had a chance to go on a mission trip to
Southeast Asia. He would eventually stay long
term, serving churches in East Asia, starting out-
reach opportunities and serving as a deacon in an
expat church. While in Asia, Coleman met his
beautiful wife, Shanshan, and earned his Bache-
lor of Arts in Chinese Education from Beijing Nor-
mal University. Back in the States, Coleman is
finishing his Master of Divinity online at the South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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Pastor Sion Kimi (ACCCN)

Throughout Scripture, families played a vital role in advancing God’s mission. From the
patriarchs in the Old Testament to the early church in the New Testament, God often
worked through family units to accomplish His redemptive purposes. One of the earli-
est examples is Noah’s family, who worked together in obedience to God’s command to
build the ark, ensuring the preservation of life after the flood (Genesis 6:9-22). Their
collective effort highlights the importance of faith, obedience, and . Similarly, Abra-
ham’s household was called to be a blessing to all nations (Genesis 12:1-3). Abraham's
mission extended beyond himself as he led his family in worship, hospitality, and in-
struction in God’s ways, ensuring that future generations would carry forward God's
covenant promises (Genesis 18:19).

Moses, though often seen as a solitary leader, relied heavily on his family in fulfilling
God’s mission. His mother Jochebed preserved his life (Exodus 2:1-10), his sister Miri-
am played a key prophetic role (Exodus 15:20-21), and his
brother Aaron co-led Israel out of Egypt (Exodus 4:14-16).
Even his wife, Zipporah, intervened to ensure his obedi-
— ence to God's covenant (Exodus 4:24-26). This collective
family effort demonstrates how mission work is often a
shared responsibility rather than an individual calling. An-
other example is Ruth and Naomi, whose faithfulness to
each other led to Ruth’s inclusion in the lineage of King
oy David and, ultimately, Jesus Christ (Ruth 1-4, Matthew 1:5
-6). Their story highlights how God’s mission often unfolds




through family relationships, cross-cultural faithfulness, and divine providence.

In the New Testament, Jesus’ earthly family played an integral role in His mission. Mary
and Joseph faithfully followed divine instructions regarding Jesus’ birth and upbringing
(Matthew 1:20-24, Luke 2:39-52), and although His brothers initially doubted Him (John
7:5), James later became a key leader in the early church (Acts 15:13, James 1:1). Even af-
ter Jesus' ascension, His mother Mary remained actively involved in the early Christian
community (Acts 1:14). The early church also embraced household-based missions, where
entire families converted and became centers of Christian ministry. Cornelius’ household
was baptized after Peter preached the Gospel (Acts 10:1-48), Lydia’s home became a hub
for Christian fellowship (Acts 16:13-15), and the Philippian jailer’s family came to faith to-
gether (Acts 16:25-34). These examples illustrate that mission work in the early church
was often a family affair, with homes serving as places of worship, evangelism, and disci-
pleship.

The biblical model of family-based missions offers valuable lessons for Christians today.
Like Abraham, parents should lead their families in faith and teach God’s ways to their
children. Like Moses’ family, relatives can support and work together in ministry. Like
Lydia and Cornelius, Christian families should open their homes for hospitality, evange-
lism, and discipleship. Most importantly, families must trust in God’s sovereign plan,
knowing that their faithfulness can have a lasting impact for generations to come. By em-
bracing this biblical model, Christian families can become powerful agents of transfor-
mation in their communities, embodying the Great Commission together (Matthew 28:18-
20).

As we have seen through these biblical characters, God’s mis-
sion is rarely a solo endeavor; rather, it is a family effort. God
provides His servants with helpers and supporters to carry
out His mission together. No individual can fully accomplish
God’s Great Commission of making disciples of all nations
alone. With this in mind, I encourage ACCCN to consider how
both local and foreign missions can be pursued as a family
unit. What roles can parents and children play in the mission
-t field? How can each family member use their unique gifts,
abilities, and resources to work together in fulfilling God’s

mission?
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update from Kent and Jean Du

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Thanks for your prayers. “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective” James 5:17

In January, | (Kent) visited Japan and had a four day leadership retreat with three co-workers. It was the first
time we were together. With several online participants, we evaluated our current East Asia GATL program (MA
in transformational leadership) and sought the Lord in developing its five-year strategic plan.

Vision: To sce healthy leaders with clear visions and ctfectiveness in various fields around the world
Mission: To develop and send out healthy emerging leaders among the Chinese people for the
transtormation of individual lives, churches, and socicty for the Kingdom of God

This coming May, we will start classes for our fifth cohort students composed of current and potential
leaders from church planting ministries and college campus ministries. Please pray to the Lord to bring
much fruit from the program.

During 2024, God has raised 443 new churches/groups through our East Asia ministry. He has continued to
sustain those staff who are under constant security pressures and challenges. Attending the Love Singapore
Summit Jan.13-16, | experienced over 1000 church leaders from over 150 churches in Singapore coming




\ 54111

together for the common vision of reaching the younger generation in Singapore and blessing the other
nations. One of their faith goals is to plant over 100 new churches in Japan before 2030. Meeting with some
former CRU staff who are now church pastors, we sought ways to partner and work together to plant churches.

: ‘\J’:: ::nf ision tagather " as, i
a Fontogethes - *..spathtng U eey
Atagether -, thay havo baguato oy

X1 0f o vison togeees.
8 Wosonin e vils ogethest

1. Praise the Lord - Jean had her third&last eyelid surgery this past Tuesday! We are grateful for the
Lord’s protection through the entire process. The cancer is gone and she’s in the healing phase. Thank
you for your prayers.

2. Timothy will graduate in May and has been applying for jobs. He is experiencing some discouragement
and anxiety that affect his sleep. Please pray that the Lord will cause him to grow spiritually and
emotionally through this uncertain time..

3. Kent will have productive trips to 3 EA countries from Feb.22 to Mar.11 and to South Africa from Mar. 15
to Mar. 22.

Kent and Jean Du 02

Kentjeandu@gmail.com Kent.du@cru.org Staff Acctf 0600326 Cell: 321-295-2663, 321-295-2957
4344 Cleary Way, Orlando FL 32828
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Each week in our company’s staff meeting, we begin
our time with worship, Bible study, and prayer. Our of- | asked our staff, “what does this passage tell
fice staff is a mix of believers from different tribes, and s apout how we can serve people better this year
two of them are Muslim background. This week, we (each other, our customers, the field staff, and our
read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, which says, business partners)?” One of our staff responded in a

way that moved me deeply. “Mary” is a young believer
who comes from a Muslim background and is part of
the tribe we are trying to reach. She had a supernatu-
ral encounter with Jesus, but said that it really was be-
cause of the way Christians loved her that led her to

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do
not have love, | am only a resounding gong or a clang-
ing cymbal. 2 If | have the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a

becoming a Christian herself.

faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, |
am nothing. 3 If | give all | possess to the poor and give
over my body to hardship that | may boast, but do not
have love, | gain nothing.

| chose this passage for us to read because we
have just ended the year with a series of outreaches
and events that led to multiple people receiving mirac-
ulous physical healing, salvations, and even a baptism
in our office! It is apparent to us that the Lord is mov-
ing in our region. People in the largest Muslim country
in the world are having supernatural encounters and
are putting their faith in Jesus. Harvest time has come!

Words of Blessing | December 2025
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In tears, Mary said that the passage was chal-
lenging her to love her father. When he found out that
Mary had become a believer, he beat her, kicked her
out of the home, and has since written her off of the
family’s legal documents. Mary has literally given up
everything in order to follow Jesus. It is easy to love peo-
ple who love us back, but it is so difficult to love our en-
emies. Mary prays for her Muslim family members eve-
ryday to know Jesus, but it is her father who is the most
difficult. She said that God is challenging her to love her
father even if he does not love her. If | do not have love,
I am nothing.

Our family’s call to Indonesia isn’t due to us be-
ing amazing evangelists, charismatic preachers, or es-
pecially strategic church planters, although we have
plenty of training along those aspects of ministry. We
are here because God first loved us. We are grateful to
have been raised by godly parents and in a church like
the ACCC group of churches. Each morning when we
wake up with our team to pray for our people group, we
pray for miraculous encounters, the salvation of 40 mil-

Missions without Borders

lion people, and for the local church to be built. Howev-
er, this week | am reminded that | also need to remem-
ber to love. May it be that we continue to reach the un-
reached peoples of the world by the power of His love.

Thank you, ACCCN, for making our work possi-
ble through your support. We are grateful and look for-
ward to seeing you in person soon.

Roger & Jessie Lam
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Genesis 1:1 — In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.

Most history books include a chapter called
“Prehistory”’—the period before written records.
Looking back at the first twenty-five years of
ACCCN, there was also a kind of “prehistory.” As
many know, ACCCN was planted out of ACCC, the
mother church. Before ACCCN was officially es-
tablished, there was already the North District
Family Fellowship. Named after the fruits of the
Spirit, it began with the Fellowship of Love and
continued to multiply—Joy, Peace, Patience, Kind-
ness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness—until
the Fellowship of Self-Control was formed in
1999. At that point, the vision of planting ACCCN
became clear.

I remember one Sunday morning in the year 2000
when dozens of families from the nine fellowships
of the North District stood at the front of the sanc-
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tuary. They received the blessings of the congrega-
tion and were commissioned to establish a new
church in North Atlanta, extending the boundaries
of God’s kingdom and spreading the gospel fur-
ther. This brief “prehistory” of ACCCN reveals
that, both in its spiritual DNA and in God’s call-
ing, families have always played a central role.

Exodus 6:7 — I will take you as my own
people, and I will be your God.

Just as two million Israelites left Egypt and their
homes to live in the wilderness, about two hun-
dred people from dozens of families left the moth-
er church and had to rely wholeheartedly on God’s
provision. Unlike the Israelites, however, these
families—mostly young—were not escaping slav-
ery but had been nurtured by the mother church,
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perhaps even with a bit of a “prince and princess”
mindset. Yet once they left the security of the mother
church, everything changed. They left behind a well-

equipped facility and their children’s circle of friends.

I believe many wrestled with the decision, but for the
sake of God’s kingdom and the gospel, they were
willing to sacrifice—and in doing so, they became
both a blessing and an example to others.

In the early days, even finding a place for Sunday
worship was difficult. Requests to rent from Ameri-
can churches and schools were repeatedly turned
down. Only after persistent efforts by the founding
elders were they able to secure a warehouse on
Peachtree Industrial Blvd. for Sunday worship. Since

25th Anniversary Special

building was like the Israelites crossing the Jordan
into the Promised Land. Following the Israelites’ ex-
ample of setting up memorial stones, church mem-
bers signed their names on the sanctuary floor before
the carpet was laid. To this day, beneath every chair
are those signatures of faith!

I recall that the Children’s Ministry mobilized the
youth to paint Bible-story murals on the hallway
walls outside classrooms. Watching them dedicate
their summer days and nights to serving younger
children through painting art, it was clear they were
not spoiled youth but eager servants of God. This in-
volvement paved the way for youth to take active
roles in the following year’s Vacation Bible School

it was not our own building, brothers and sisters took (VBS)—as counselors, game leaders, and worship

turns each week setting up chairs and tables before
service and putting everything back afterward. Fri-
day night fellowships, including the newly formed
English Mark Fellowship, could not be held at the
church.

I still remember leaders such as Elder Ting, Elder
Lee, and Elder Ken repeatedly emphasizing that fam-
ily fellowships were the roots of ACCCN. For the
church to grow tall and strong, its roots needed to
grow deep and wide. The key was to invite families
into fellowship. That is why “Build Strong Families”
has been such a central part of ACCCN’s vision—
serving as the bridge between “Make Mature Individ-
uals” and “Impact Community.” Families are the
foundation of spiritual growth and also the core min-
istry teams of the church.

Ephesians 2:19—20 — You are no longer for-
eigners and strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and also members of his
household, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone.

Five years after its founding, ACCCN moved into its
current sanctuary—a tremendous gift of grace from
God! The joy of brothers and sisters entering the new

leaders. Families of all ages worshiped, learned, and
served together.

It was especially moving to see teenagers dream
about becoming VBS teachers in a few years, while
little children excitedly told their parents that when
they grew up, they wanted to lead worship like the
youth. Truly, the Lord was preparing the next gener-
ation, quietly passing the baton through families.

1John 3:1 — See what great love the Father
has lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are!
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God’s blessings have continued through many sea- growth of Vacation Bible School since its reopening
sons, both high and low, in the life of our church.  after the pandemic further reveals the ever-

In the early 2010s, the church’s growth created sig- increasing needs of our next generation.

nificant pressure on parking. By 2016, a new park-
ing lot expanded capacity from 250 to 400 spaces,
which largely solved the issue. Now, in 2025, as we
celebrate the church’s 25-year anniversary, a cou-
ple of milestone events remind us of God’s ongoing
faithfulness:

The groundbreaking of the Family Cen-
ter marks the physical growth of the
church. We continue to strengthen
the body of Christ by building up the
Jamilies within our community.

The ordination of two pastors, both sup-
ported by ACCCN through their sem-
inary studies. One was ordained to
serve our mother church, and the
other commissioned as a missionary
to Southeast Asia. These ordinations
signify not only organizational
growth but also spiritual maturity  The vibrancy of our Youth Program, College
as we actively participate in Jesus’  Group, Young Adult Fellowship (Psalm 34), and
Great Commission. Young Family Fellowship (Colossians) are not only

clear testimonies of God’s grace but also vital pil-

lars for the future of our church. These ministries
embody the next wave of disciples who will carry
forward the mission of Christ—strengthening fami-
lies, deepening faith, and extending the kingdom of
God to generations yet to come.

In the eyes of God, passing on the torch of faith is
not merely an option—it is a sacred calling. Just as
in a relay race, where the baton must be handed
securely from one runner to the next for the race to
continue, so too must the flame of faith be faithful-
ly entrusted from one generation to the next. At ~ May God continue to bless ACCCN’s family minis-
ACCCN, this spiritual relay is ongoing, with try and may the legacy of “life affecting life; fami-

handoffs and transitions taking place at every level lies influencing families” endure for the next twen-
of ministry. ty-five years and beyond, as the flame of faith is

passed from generation to generation.

Both the Chinese and English Sunday Schools are
thriving, with record attendance that reflects a
deep hunger within our congregations to learn the
Word of God. Every Sunday, many parents bring
their children to participate in the Children’s Pro-
gram—including Children’s Worship, Sunday
School, and the Children’s Choir. The remarkable
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Fruitfulness in Ministry

Shirley Ding

Growing up, we had a small yard with a couple of
grapevines. Every winter, my grandpa would trim
away most of the branches, leaving only a few
main vines. The more he pruned, the richer the
harvest the following year.

During His three years of earthly ministry, Jesus
often used everyday images like this to reveal
deeper spiritual truths. He said, “I am the vine;
you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you
can do nothing.” (John 15:5) To remain in Him is
to lean into His presence, listen to His voice, fol-
low His lead, depend on His strength, and live by
His Word. This call to abide is not only vital for
our personal walk with Christ—it is the very foun-
dation of fruitful ministry.

Five years ago, our student ministry—and the
church as a whole—faced a series of unprecedent-
ed storms that ushered us into a difficult, yearlong
winter. Youth Sunday school attendance dropped
sharply, from the 60s to the 20s. It was clear that
God was calling for our attention. In that season
of shaking, one Scripture kept echoing in my
heart: “...to uproot and tear down, to destroy and
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overthrow, to build and to
- plant.” (Jeremiah 1:10) God's
- message was unmistakable: These
~ disruptions were His way of prun-
- ing both our church and our stu-
- dent ministry.

Amid the storm, a group of
youth parents humbled them-
selves before the Lord and repent-
ed. From that turning point on-
ward, every Sunday, a faithful
group of brothers and sisters—
alongside our students—gathered
with renewed focus on the Word
of God, undeterred by the distrac-
tions around us.

What once appeared bare and heavily pruned has
now blossomed into a season of abundant harvest.
By God’s grace, the youth praise team has been
rebuilt, baptisms have resumed, college Sunday
school has launched, winter retreats have been

revived, and the youth mission trip has been joy-
fully relaunched after the pandemic pause.

Each week is rich with connection and disciple-
ship: Wednesdays for prayer meetings, Fridays for
youth group, Saturdays for college fellowship, and
Sundays for Sunday school and worship. Now, we
serve over 180 students from 6th grade through
college, supported by more than 35 dedicated vol-
unteers. Since 2022, an average of twelve students
have been baptized each year—a testament to life
transformed.

As we celebrate the 25th anniversary of ACCCN,
we count our blessings and give all glory to our
almighty God. Truly, only God can accomplish
what no human effort can. He alone brings life
from pruning, and fruit from faithfulness.
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For most of our lives, the two of us would have
been considered lost sheep, but we didn’t know it.
Then, miraculously, we were found, and gloriously
glad about it. But for a good while, we were dis-
comforted because we just couldn’t figure out
where the right pasture was.

Hong had just recently found Jesus (or should we
say He had found her) through the Baptist Stu-
dent Union at Georgia State University, and even-
tually she was led to faith in Christ and a blessed
baptism. She soon got a head start on understand-
ing the meaning of Christianity by working as an
assistant to the senior pastor of a large communi-
ty church.

Richard had taken a quite different path in life.
As a somewhat rebelling teenager, he had deliber-
ately walked away from his family's church and
had never looked back — that is, until Hong came
into his life (or should we say Jesus put her into
it) some 40 years later.

Thanks to the Lord’s mercy and grace, we became
a Christian couple and started looking for the
right church. And that's when we began to feel a
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little lost. None that we visited seemed to be the
one Christ wanted us to be in.

Then, one day, we were invited to a meeting of
the Colossians Fellowship of ACCCN. We found a
great group of people who seemed genuinely hap-
py to meet us. After that, we visited Philippians
Fellowship, which had a number of mixed couples
like us, and found ourselves fitting in almost im-
mediately. One Sunday morning, not long after
that, we walked into ACCCN for worship service.
And we have never felt like lost sheep since that
day.

This church welcomed both of us like no other
had seemed inclined to do. From the first days, we
were treated like friends. Shortly, we were treated
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sonal acceptance that so many people individually
have shown since the very beginning. Hong has
become very close to many in both congrega-
tions. In another church based in a different cul-
ture, Richard might have been made to feel like an
outsider. That has never happened — not even
once.

Of course, for all the love it offers, church is not a
social club. More important is how much we
learned about God, His Son, and the life we must
live as Christians. In this respect, ACCCN has been
a source of knowledge, wisdom, and
judgment that has guided us in eve-
ry aspect of our lives. We have
learned from pastors, from elders,
from fellowship members, even
from youth and young adults about
what it means to be Christians and
how to “live out Christ.” We are far
from being the believers we need to
be, but we are much closer thanks to
our presence in ACCCN.

like old, old
friends. And be-
fore we realized
it, we were treat-
ed like — no, we
were — brothers
and sisters of
the congregation
at ACCCN. To

put it precisely,
we were envel- Looking back on our eighteen or so

oped in love, the B ot ; Bee:  vears since our first introduction to
kind of love that ACCCN, we think we know now why

Jesus taught all of us to pursue.

Within a short time, we were asked to serve in var-
ious ways, and we did so gladly. Some people
think serving in church is something that a person
does. Literally, it is, but in a more fundamental
and faith-related sense it's something quite differ-
ent. It is a privilege — a sacred privilege — to be
invited to do it, and it is a joy to carry it out.

A little later, we were given leadership roles, in
Richard’s case despite his “youth” as a Christian.
We have been deacons, counselors, Sunday school
teachers, and a VBS volunteer. None of this is any
credit to us; it is simply one of many indications of

the kind of caring, trusting church that ACCCN we felt that we were in a church that was meant to
has proved to be, willing to offer us the opportuni- be our home. It’s because somehow, from the be-
ty to do God’s work. Thankfully, we learned ginning to today, we have heard the shepherd's
firsthand the truth of the Bible message that He call there — and we recognized His voice.

will provide the tools that are needed to carry out

His will.

Most heartwarming to both of us is the loving per- 25 (% P
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Baptism Testimony

Peiqi Wang

Hello, everyone. My name is
Peiqi Wang, and I want to take a
moment to share my journey
with you—a journey from feeling
lost to discovering hope and pur-
pose through Christ.

My life before I met Jesus was
filled with struggles and confu-
sion. I grew up in an atheist
household, where the idea of God
was something I didn’t under-
stand. I often felt lost, struggling
with feelings of anger and dis-
honesty. I would lash out at peo-
ple around me, and telling the
truth was a real challenge. I felt
like I was wandering through life
in a fog, unsure of my purpose or
direction.

There was a time when I com-
pletely denied God’s existence. I
thought that if I can’t see Him,
then He can’t be real. My heart
was hard, and I rejected the idea
of faith. I was searching for
something to fill the emptiness
inside me, but I just kept feeling
stuck in a cycle of frustration and
despair.

One day, I decided to give the
church a try, thinking it would be
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boring. But as I got to
know everyone, I was met
with love and open arms.
The church welcomed me
with love and kindness. It
was such a difference from
the loneliness I had felt for
so long. At that moment, I
began to feel like I be-
longed. The realization
that God was real hit me,
and He was working
through the people around
me.

As I continued to attend
church, I noticed myself
surrounded by friends who en-
couraged me to explore my faith.
I started reading the Bible, and
verses like Philippians 4:13 stuck
in my heart: "I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens
me." This verse became a source
of inspiration, reminding me that
with God’s help, I could over-
come my struggles and find
strength in my lowest times.

The hope I have in Christ gives
me the assurance that no matter
what challenges I face, His love
and grace will guide me through
it all. After baptism, I commit to

59

going to church regularly, read-
ing the Bible, praying, and serv-
ing others. I will commit myself
to this church community and be
involved in it through things like
helping out with Children's Min-
istry. Today, I stand before you
not as a lost soul, but as someone
who has found hope in Christ. I
am excited to continue this jour-
ney of faith and see where God
leads me next.

Thank you for letting me share
my story with you.
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Baptism Testimony

Zhihan Shi

My life before Christ was very
boring and directionless. I attend-
ed church and mission trips in the
summer but still did not feel con-
nected with God. I was often
scared of death, and I would pray
to God only when it was conven-
ient to me. I was also very quick to
anger and envious of other people.

I became serious about Christ
after He allowed me to attend the
World Changers mission trips
over the summer. During these
trips, I strengthened my relation-
ship with Christ and saw firsthand
His influence on those in need.
God allowed me to meet many
wonderful people on those trips
who shared their guidance and
wisdom with me. Christ showed
me that his followers were kind-
hearted people who helped those
in need. I felt truly inspired by
how much we were able to do be-
cause of Him. Some of the people
we helped were Christians who
prayed with us during meals and
shared their stories of how they
came to Christ. Others were not
yet believers, but God guided us to
convert them to Christianity. See-
ing all that happen before my eyes
caused me to sit down and think
about my relationship with Christ.
I decided that I had to change my
ways to please and honor God.

After I decided to de-
vote my life to God, I be-
came more focused and
optimistic. I still have
constant struggles with
being envious and quick
to anger. Now, when
these things happen, I
will try my best to ask
God for forgiveness. I be-
lieve that I will be able to
overcome these problems
as I further my relation-
ship with Him. I realized
that God had a path for
me and that He was al-
ways watching over me.
Whenever things weren’t
going my way, I knew
that it would eventually be fine. I
learned to rely on God and not try
to solve things only by myself. I
felt my relationship with God
growing, and I would pray to him
more often. This has allowed me
to improve my academics, since
now I am no longer scared of fail-
ure or a bad grade. Instead, I real-
ize that God will help me through
my tough exams and that He will
be there when I am at my lowest.
Participating more in church and
other church activities has also
allowed me to make new friends
from outside of my school.

I want to be baptized so I can so-
lidify my relationship with God.

60

Whenever I am doubting my rela-
tionship with God, I want to be
able to remember the time I was
baptized and realize I will follow
Him forever. After baptism, I
want to be more committed to this

church and deepen my relation-
ship with God and my brothers
and sisters in Christ. I want to
help the church by volunteering in
things like VBS. I also want to
help my brother come to know
Christ better by letting him come
to church and worship with me.
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SHERIEEFEE, WEFNKET T IEEN— This year marks the 25th anniversary of ACCCN and the

£, AT, tEETENHS, —AEMNNESNE groundbreaking of our new Family Center. Looking back,

B, RIS, BAEEE Mg AT, God has continually guided and blessed ACCCN. Looking
ahead, we are called to live lives that glorify God and bless

(BiB) 2025F TR T 26583k R. HKMMEN A KRR others.

HMBHER TRERMARRRE — ﬁ'%*@?*m'u%% The 2025 issue of Words of Grace features 26

/Y, EREFURARTEERA A - articles. Our pastors and elders offer encourage-

MREY ROEM, BN ™HRIE
., HER% ARSI FrBEL Rk
BhSE & R BEHC R 7R 56 SUAA TR R M A
{EF. Minister Coleman Schnaak 5] [iil
TECEE. EBURRELAEENSE
PHETMERRN, WREFEEK,

AABMNARRENGSFLE", W

% 4& _,-E. \ ment from various angles. Elder Ding urges us to
“  share the gospel with Paul’s sense of indebtedness

From the © and to make the Family Center a base for reaching
edltor - young people and families. Elder Zou warns that

? many modern songs sung in fellowships fail to
& ish beli iritually. Minister Col
% nourish believers spiritually. Minister Coleman
. Q Schnaak reflects on his journey of faith, missions

Y

and serving in student ministry at ACCCN, re-

BEEBERRNIESHSOH. minding us that we are not merely training teenagers but
N . N equipping future disciples and church leaders.
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RREh, RIESTABTSH+ROMTmEMS. & Missionaries supported by ACCCN continue to work

R T%E_ }}\(;HEMNITZ hEA %é Dresden. Roger & Jessie across the world. In the “Missions Without Borders” sec-

e b 1 NN tion, we include heartfelt prayer letters from Ghana, Chem-
Lam M\ ENEF S RABEAR RS . nitz, Dresden, and Indonesia.

"ERAETEERR, DRBHKIER T E—HREZARNE In “Life in Christ,” Sister Qiu Ling shares how art-loving

MBS T “REXZ” WEIE, II—MirnERkEHE members formed the “Grace Arts” drama team to creative-
= DA T 55t —Re A EE B EHNRT, ly share the gospel. Sister Luo Lidan reflects on attending a
R TR E — MEE TG, hE SRR T BT marriage retreat, and Sister Lizi, mother of a special-needs

child, writes about growing alongside her child in Lord.
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The 25th-anniversary section includes reflections from

" EE_ARAFETER, BRKE. FHE. XEKE elders and members on ACCCN’s journey from its begin-
EZit = MRS, AME. B3k, BRENESOH nings, the founding and vision of the choir, the story of the
Ti#EIE’J’E‘U B EERRE; EFHASDR TSIt L children’s f:hoir, and how thg st.udent ministry experienced

NSEIHGAEE Sherley itk T 254 3 T 401a42 55 i i 4R God’s tearing down and rebuilding.
d Xzynﬂ%&’ﬁ bRV S % |- A As we recall ACCCN’s journey through storms and bless-
ings, our hearts overflow with gratitude, for the Lord “You
BRLEESHRANHE, RNBRERE, BEUBRHE crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow
SR, ERNNBEE—SER TR . BERMNEAETRE with abundance.” May we, compelled by the love of the
. SEHEAMNAG, T2025FYIRENX, SEHEE! cross, live out the new life in Christ and, in 2025, truly

“Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness, Live Out Christ.”
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