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Life Can Be Repeated
begeq

42EH

Minister Dongjian Guo

’m sure everyone has heard

the term “chicken soup for
the soul.” Chicken soup is nutritious, easy
for people to digest, and often used to
nourish the body. Therefore, “chicken
soup for the soul,” as the name suggests, is
a word that is easy for people to under-
stand and at the same time can comfort and
inspire the soul, or a short story. For exam-
ple, some people say, “Life can’t be dupli-
cated, life can’t be repeated, you must
cherish yourself.” The original intention of
such inspirational words is to remind peo-
ple to cherish life and cherish time. The
original intention is good. However, these
words contain some ideas that are
“paradoxical” or only partially true. It is
said that life cannot be repeated. Is that
true? The Bible tells us that life can be
repeated because people can be born again.

Today we are going to look at the

dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus
about rebirth recorded in the Gospel of
John (John 3:1-15) to think about the truth
of rebirth in the Bible. From those scrip-
tures, we can clearly see that there were
only three rounds of the dialogue: Nicode-
mus said one sentence, and Jesus an-
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swered. The apostle John recorded this con-
versation very concisely, without the slight-
est sloppiness. I believe that there was a
purpose for him to do so.

Based on the development of the
dialogue, we can divide the passage naturally
into three paragraphs, one for each exchange.
Verses 1-3, the first round, say that a man
named Nicodemus came to see Jesus at
night. He said something to Jesus, and Jesus
answered him — it’s that simple. However,
Jesus’ answer was like “the bull’s head is not
the horse’s mouth,” as if Jesus did not listen
to what Nicodemus said and did not pick up
Nicodemus’ words at all.

Why did Jesus unexpectedly say,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”?
We need to understand a little bit about the
context of this passage. What drew Nicode-
mus to see Jesus that night? I think that’s
what John chapter two tells us.

John 2:23-25: “Now when he was
in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many
believed in his name when they saw the
signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part
did not entrust himself to them, because he
knew all people and needed no one to bear
witness about man, for he himself knew what
was in man.”

7

The word “entrust” here means
“trust” in the original text. That is, Jesus did
not trust them because he saw people’s
hearts and knew that their beliefs were
superficial and only for their own good,
rather than genuine repentance. Jesus Christ
came to the world to solve the problem of
humans’ sin, not to appeal to people’s
hearts. Faith based on miracles alone is not
enough.

I think Nicodemus was also
drawn to the miracles Jesus did. Who was
Nicodemus? The scriptures tell us that he
was a Pharisee and a Jewish official. In
later scriptures, Jesus called him the teacher
of the Jews. Therefore, Nicodemus was an
educated man who was very knowledgea-
ble. In today’s parlance, he was a senior
white-collar worker. However, we can see
from the scriptures that Nicodemus was
humble and sincere. He had a vague idea of
who Jesus was; at least he realized that
Jesus was sent to this world by God. Nico-
demus approached Jesus to show that he
wanted to seek the truth. When Nicodemus
came that night, Jesus knew what he need-
ed. Jesus ignored his praise and piety and
directly told him what he needed most.
Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, un-

5
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less one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”

What Jesus said is like saying to
Nicodemus, “You must be born again!” I
believe that Nicodemus would have been
confused when hearing this; so would
many people who are living in the present
age. In our minds, what kind of person
needs to be born again? Of course, it’s
those rascals and morally corrupt people.
As a Pharisee, Nicodemus obeyed the
strictest religious and moral standards, so
he would not have thought that he needed
to be born again.

What Jesus meant by these
words was that a man must have a new
life in order to enter the kingdom of
God. “See the kingdom of God” written
here is the same as “enter the kingdom of
God” written later. In other words, the
old life cannot enter the kingdom of
God. The kingdom of God represents the
holiness and righteousness of God. We
often use the word “heaven” to represent
the kingdom of God. That is to say, peo-
ple must have complete life renewal;
otherwise, they cannot enter heaven.

Nicodemus did not understand
the meaning of being born again, as the
later passages (verses 4-8) tell us. When
Jesus told him that he must be born
again, Nicodemus had no idea what that
was like. Is rebirth a new birth? This
word has this meaning, but it by no
means refers to the rebirth of the flesh.
Nicodemus first thought about physical
rebirth because he placed great importance
on outward actions.

The “re” of “rebirth” has two
meanings in the original text, one means
“again” and the other means “from above.”
Obviously, what Jesus emphasized here is
the second meaning: rebirth comes from
God, is the work of the Holy Spirit, and is
accomplished by God through the Holy
Spirit, not by man. It becomes clearer if
you compare verses 3 and 5: “be born
again” corresponds to “born of water and
the Spirit.” Some people interpret “born of
water” and “born of the Spirit” as
“immersion in water” and “baptism of the
Holy Spirit.” In principle, this explanation
makes sense, but it is not what Jesus meant
here. “Water” is often used as a metaphor
for “God’s Word” and “God’s Speech” in
the Bible. Water has a cleansing effect.

Likewise, God’s Word can cleanse and re-
new a person’s spirituality.

1 Peter 1:23 says, “Since you have
been born again, not of perishable seed but
of imperishable, through the living and abid-
ing word of God.” In fact, in the days of the
Old Testament, God had already revealed
the truth of rebirth to the Israelites. Ezekiel
36:25-27 says, “I will sprinkle clean water
on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleanness, and from all your idols T will
cleanse you. And I will give you a new
heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.
And I will remove the heart of stone from

“You must be born again.”

your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And
I will put my Spirit within you and cause
you to walk in my statutes and be careful to
obey my rules.”

These two passages in the Bible
have explained to us what it means to be
born again. To be born again means that at
some point God puts His Spirit in you, and it
roots deeply in your heart. From then on,

new desires, new motivations, new strengths,

and new life are planted in you. To be born
again is not pruning the old life, but replant-
ing. It’s a living change that enables people
to break free from the bondage of sin and
live by obeying God’s Word.

Nicodemus could not understand
what it was like to be born again. In fact, we
cannot understand the mystery of rebirth,

either. Rebirth is a mystery because it is both

visible and invisible. Jesus used the word

The Voice of Our Shepherds
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“wind” as a metaphor for the mystery of
rebirth. We cannot see the wind, but we
can hear it and feel and see it blowing. The
same is true of rebirth.

We don’t know how the Holy
Spirit works in people’s hearts, but we can
see the changes that the Holy Spirit brings
to people. When we see a person who used
to have temper tantrums become soft-
spoken one day, we know God is working
in his heart. When we see an arrogant man
become humble one day, we know that the
wind of the Holy Spirit is continuously
blowing in him. This is what God does for
all who come to Him by believing in Him.
The power of the Holy Spirit changes
them and changes their lives.

In the following verses, 9-12,
Jesus told Nicodemus that rebirth is a
heavenly thing and cannot be thought of in
terms of earthly experience. If you think
about it in terms of earthly experience, it
will definitely not make sense. That’s why
Nicodemus got stuck. He asked Jesus,
“How can these things be?” Jesus respond-
ed in a tone of reproach, “Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not under-
stand these things?” Immediately after
that, Nicodemus did not speak again. We
never see Nicodemus speaking again until
the end of chapter 3. He began to humbly
listen to the teachings of Jesus.

In verse 12, Jesus said to Nico-
demus, “If I have told you earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you be-
lieve if I tell you heavenly things?” What
are heavenly things? The kingdom of God,
heaven, and eternal life are heavenly
things. The Lord Jesus said very clearly
here that such things are beyond our un-
derstanding; that understanding comes
from our experience, and there is no way
to understand what we have not experi-
enced. Only the Lord Jesus can tell us
heavenly things because only Jesus came
down from heaven and went up again.

Jesus told Nicodemus from the
very beginning that one must be born
again, or he cannot enter heaven and have
eternal life. Rebirth is what the Lord Jesus
taught us to do on earth. However, rebirth
comes from God and cannot be achieved
by human effort. Next, in verses 13-15,
Jesus explained how rebirth becomes real.
Here Jesus called himself “the Son of
Man.” Nicodemus, a man who was famil-

alafafaNaNafafzgaNayafafalaganafalzfayayayalalaganafafalzfayayaNalalzganafafzfafayaNalalaganafafafafzgayafalzgagagafalalznagafalzgayagayalalzganafafa)zgagagaya)agzga)

8

JE3 e

o)

—R-——_&%+—_}



The Voice of Our Shepherds
| Sl I I ) N N ST S N O N N NSRS S N N N ST N N N NSNS O N NS ST S S O N N N NS S N N NN N N N N NN

alafafaNaNafafzgaNayafafalaganafafalzyagayafalalaganafalzfayayayalalaganafafzfafayaNalalzganafalafafzgayalalzgagagafalalzgagalafalzgagayafafafagayafalzgagagaya)agzga

[~ I U O T SO U O S O S S O S S S O S SO SO SO O S S S S O N N N SO N O S G S N SO S NN N NN N

iar with the Old Testament, must have
known “the Son of Man” was prophesied in
the book of Daniel (Daniel 7:13-14). “The
Son of Man” in the hearts of the Jews was
the Messiah, the Savior. This was like tell-
ing Nicodemus that Jesus is the Christ who
would come down from heaven to save the
world.

Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes
in him may have eternal life.” Jesus quoted
the story of Moses lifting the serpent in
Numbers 21. In those days, the Israelites
complained several times during their trav-
els in the wilderness, which aroused God’s
wrath. As a result, fiery serpents were sent
to the Israeli camp and bit many people. In
the cries of repentance from the people,
God instructed Moses to make a bronze
serpent. Anyone bitten by the snake could
look at the bronze serpent and be healed.

The greatest meaning of the bronze
serpent was to forecast the redemption of
Jesus Christ. Jesus said he was like the
serpent that Moses lifted! The bronze ser-
pent was lifted up in the wilderness to save
those who looked up. Jesus Christ was
lifted up on the cross to draw people to
Him. The difference is that Jesus was resur-
rected three days after his death, showing
God's authority and power to overcome
death and showing the beginning of a new
life as well!

The snake is seen by the Jews as
an unclean animal and a symbol of sin.
Being able to be saved by “looking at the
bronze snake” sounds “absurd.” Likewise,
the doctrine of the cross, considered foolish
by unbelievers, is the power of God to us
who are saved. Jesus left heaven, came to
this world, took a human body, and died for
human sins. Nicodemus asked Jesus: How
can a man be born again? The answer Jesus
told him was: believe. A man can be born
again if he believes in Jesus Christ. We
were born again by believing in Christ. No
matter how sinful we may be, we will be
redeemed if we look up to Jesus and turn
back to God.

This sentence of Jesus broke the
inherent concept in Nicodemus' mind and
broke the dogma of other religions in the
world. People usually think that entering
heaven depends on their own efforts: doing
good deeds and self-cultivation. As long as
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a man does well enough, he will definitely
go to heaven. However, making up for hu-
man sins by doing good and accumulating
virtue makes people self-righteous, compla-
cent, and proud! So, the Bible says, “For by
grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) Salvation is
the grace of God, and the only thing we can
do is to accept it by faith.

Faith is not what you feel, and
faith is not “understandable but indescriba-
ble.” The Tao Te Ching says, “The Way that
can be told of is not an Unvarying Way.” It
means that the Way that can be said is not
the eternal Way. However, the truth of
Christianity can be expressed in words. “So
faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17)
“Of his own will he brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.” (James 1:18)
Here we see the relationship between faith
and rebirth: hearing the word —believing the
word — being born by faith (rebirth). Faith
comes from hearing. We have a new life by
believing the true word and accepting the
salvation of Jesus Christ. This process is
rebirth; rebirth is a process, and it does not
happen instantaneously.

Regarding how sinners are born by
the Holy Spirit, many brothers and sisters
believe that sinners must confess their sins
and repent first, and then the Holy Spirit will
regenerate them. In fact, the Bible teaches
otherwise. Confession of sin and repentance
are not prerequisites for rebirth, but the re-
sults of rebirth. Sinners repent because they
have a repentant heart, and a repentant heart
is a gift from God. When the words of God
enter our hearts, the Holy Spirit moves us to
confess our sins. The process is: knowing sin
—confessing sin — repenting sin — being
disgusting by sin —renouncing sin. Confess-
ing and repenting sin until being cut off from
sin must begin with knowing sin.

The Lord Jesus said: What is born
of the Spirit is spirit. Just as a person who
loves cleanness must clean the room when
he enters a dirty room. Because the Holy
Spirit is holy, when the Holy Spirit enters a
sinner's heart, the Holy Spirit will surely
awaken him, make him realize his sin, and
make him realize God's hatred of sin. He will
be ashamed of his sin, then repent. A person
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who is willing to confess his sins and repent
may not necessarily know Jesus, but a per-
son who knows Jesus will surely confess his
sins and repent. Nicodemus' first sentence
when he saw Jesus was: [ know that you
have come to be a teacher. Jesus said: You
will never be born again if you think that I
am just a teacher who teaches you how to
save yourself and not a savior who will ac-
complish everything that you cannot do for
yourself.

Has Nicodemus been born again? I
believe he has. There are two other refer-
ences to Nicodemus in John's Gospel. One is
in chapter 7, when the Jewish leaders tried to
arrest Jesus; Nicodemus came out to defend
Jesus. Another is in chapter 19, after Jesus
was crucified, Nicodemus took myrrh and
agarwood and, along with one of Jesus’ dis-
ciples, wrapped Jesus' body and buried Him.
As a Pharisee and the leader of the Jewish
Sanhedrin, Nicodemus originally belonged
to a group of people who were hostile to
Jesus. However, because he knew Jesus,
Nicodemus lived a life different from other
Pharisees.

The world says that life cannot be
repeated, but Christians say that life can be
repeated! From the day we believe in the
Lord, the Holy Spirit puts a new life in us;
this life is a new beginning, and it grows up
gradually. As Paul said, “Therefore, if any-

one is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old

has passed away; behold, the new has
come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) I hope we
Christians don't just say we have been born
but live a regenerated life!

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,

he is a new creation;

old things have

AR passed away;
P R\ behold, all things
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Roger Lam

Dear Brothers and Sisters at ACCCN:

Assalamualaikum! This is the typical Arabic greeting that Muslims
say to one another when they call or meet, but why am | greeting
the church this way? We are not Muslims, after all. However, Chris-
tians and Muslims may have more in common than we think! Did
you know that “Assalamualaikum” simply means “peace be upon
you?” That's right! The greeting Muslims say to one another count-
less times a day is actually a direct quote from Jesus Christ, after
he was resurrected. When he greeted his disciples for the first time
after being raised to life, he used these very words! And did you
know that the word “Muslim” simply means “to be submitted to
God?” While | don’t identify as a Muslim, | certainly hope that my
friends and family would describe me as someone who is whole-

heartedly submitted to God.

We are extremely thankful for ACCCN’s partnership and support,
and we want to share more specifically what we see God doing in
Indonesia. We have now lived in Indonesia, among a people group
that is over 99 percent Muslim, for the last 3% years. When we first
arrived and shared about our ministry to local Christians, many of
them told us that it would be too hard and that our people group
would never receive the Gospel. While our work in Indonesia is
quite messy and sometimes hard, I’'m here to tell you that God is
absolutely moving among our people group and that we believe

that movements of believers will soon rise up in West Java!

Missions without Borders

I'd like to share three ways that Muslims are encountering the love

of God and choosing to become followers of Jesus Christ:

The Study of Scripture in Homes

| have a friend who teaches Bahasa Indonesia to foreigners, mostly
to missionaries. Before he became a believer, one of his students
wanted to learn Bahasa by reading the Bible in Indonesian togeth-
er. As a Muslim, he didn’t think he was allowed to read the Bible (it
actually turns out that the Quran also refers to our Bible as holy
and encourages Muslims to read it). However, his leader at the
mosque told him that since it was for work, he was allowed to read
it with his student as long as he didn’t think about what he was
reading. For several weeks, he tape-recorded passages of the Bible

so that his student could work on vocabulary and pronunciation.

One day, the tape in the machine broke while he was reading John
3, the story of Nicodemus, so he had to record the story again.
However, this time, the Holy Spirit captured his heart while reading,
and he couldn’t help but think about John 3:3: “Jesus replied, ‘Very
truly | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are

"

born again.”” And he wondered what it meant to be “born of the
Spirit.” He asked his student, a missionary and Bible scholar, “What
does it mean to be born of the Spirit?” His student replied with a
question: “How many prophets do you have in Islam?” “25,” was
the reply. “And how many does the Quran say are born of the Spir-

it?” My friend thought about it. There is only one: the Quran says
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that the Prophet Isa (Jesus) was born by Spirit! It took some time of
learning and studying, but eventually my friend gave his life to
Christ. Today he is actively sharing his faith. Over time, he led most

of his family to faith, and they all are sharing the Good News.

Although there is a lot of resistance to studying the Bible and to
“becoming Christian,” we are seeing many Discovery Bible Studies
starting up in homes with those who are curious. Perhaps people
are tired of the oppression they experience in Islam. Perhaps in
their hearts they know that Islam is not the path to salvation. Or
perhaps they’re simply trying to find answers to faithful living. And
through the simple study of Scripture, led by peers who are not
seminary-trained and oftentimes uneducated, people are coming to
faith!

Jobs & Entrepreneurial Programs

One of the reasons we started a business in Indonesia instead of
other “normal” missionary visa platforms is that it gives us an iden-
tity that makes sense to locals as to why we’re here. In creative-
access countries like Indonesia, the typical visa platforms are no
longer available, or they are a red flag that you are a missionary
(being a student, being an English teacher, or starting a non-profit
organization, for example). Even though I'm an ordained minister,
we also chose not to take a ministry role or start a church. Recently,
the leader of the largest church-planting organization in Indonesia
(they have 3,000 churches worldwide) told me that we as Ameri-
cans are able to access the unreached people of West Java in ways
that the Christian church cannot. Just by having the position of
pastor or being a Christian church prevents them from entering into
Muslim contexts. We were told that we are needed as business

people and as foreigners.

The main reason, though, is that having a business creates an envi-
ronment for life-on-life discipleship. Day in and day out, we work
alongside our employees. We are involved in their family lives. We
get to know their problems and their issues. And as their bosses,
we are given permission to speak into their lives and pray with
them through the hardships of faith in Jesus and in everyday life.
When we employ a local, we’re not just ministering to one person’s
needs. In this culture, one person often supports an entire extend-
ed family. Amongst our team here, we now have three businesses
and a foundation. We employ dozens of people, and many of them
are in our faith network. We meet regularly to worship, to pray, and

to train people to share their faith with others. Each week, we are

Words of Blessing | December 2022

13

HEHREBRF

hearing new stories of our employees leading new people to Christ

and starting home church groups to study the Bible!

“But the Greatest of these Is Love...”

At this point in our careers, we have read hundreds of books, at-
tended countless conferences and seminars, and have done a lot
of strategy work on how we can reach people in Muslims contexts.
At the end of the day, what we’ve learned is that the power of the
love of Christ is the greatest thing we have to offer to Muslims. It's

not tweaking my Gospel presentation. It’s not learning more apolo-

getics so that we can debate the wisest of Muslim scholars. It's not
even getting better at training local believers. It is, however, allow-

ing our transformed lives to cause transformation in other people’s
lives. We want to be walking, living, breathing testimonies of Jesus’
salvation by grace through faith and unconditional love that chang-
es the world. This, of course, is the most difficult thing for us to do.

Please pray with us that above all else, “They would know us by our

love.”
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Henry’s November 2022
Thank-You Letter
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Dear mission partners,

Rishi Sunak became the UK’s new prime minister last
month. He is the UK'’s first British Asian and Hindu prime
minister. The UK is no longer the old imperial empire but has
become the greatest melting pot in the world, with many
ethnic groups living together. People of different ethnicities
often have their own lifestyles, cultures, and religious prac-
tices. As Chinese immigrants in the UK, we also bring our
own culture into this melting pot. | believe most of us are
trying to explore and search for ways to live in harmony with
one another, to develop our communities, cities, and coun-
tries towards a better future. But it is never easy to seek
common ground while reserving differences.

Our COCM family is no exception. We were called by God
from all over the world to serve together in the mission field
of the UK and Europe. Some of our missionaries are from
Hong Kong, Taiwan, mainland China, Singapore, and Malay-
sia; some have relocated to the UK from North America, and
some were born and raised in the UK. When we have meals
together at the mission center, we hear people alternating
between two or three languages in the same conversations,
sometimes mixing up different accents and dialects in heart-
felt sharing. But when people from different backgrounds are
put in a team, it can be a big challenge to have mutual un-
derstanding and appreciation at a deeper level.
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Give thanks to God that we are bound together by the
love of Christ! Regardless of our nationality and back-
ground, we share the same identity in Christ as God’s chil-
dren. “For you are all children of God through faith in Christ
Jesus. And all who have been united with Christ in baptism
have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes. There is no
longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and female. For
you are all one in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:26-28)

Today’s Britain has become a front line for cross-
cultural mission. We give thanks for our first IMPACT cross-
cultural mission day event at the COCM mission center in
October. More than 40 brothers and sisters came to take
part in various activities designed to help them to under-
stand the need for cross-cultural mission and ways to get
involved. Please continue to pray for our cross-cultural mis-
sion team members to have divine wisdom as they plan and
develop more cross-cultural ministry events.

Serving together in Christ
General Director Rev. Henry Lu
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1. . Kingdom Ethics: Following Je-

sus in Contemporary Context

By: David P. Gushee & Glen H.

Stassen

" KINGDOM
ETHICS

Following Jesus in Contemporary Context

Christian churches across the

spectrum, and Christian ethics as

DAVID P. GUSHEE &
GLEN H. STASSEN

an academic discipline, are often

guilty of evading what Jesus actual-
ly said about moral life, focusing instead on other biblical texts or
traditions. This evasion of Jesus has seriously malformed Chris-
tian moral witness—which Jesus said is tested by whether we

put his words “into practice.”

David Gushee and Glen Stassen’s Kingdom Ethics is
the leading Christian introductory ethics textbook for the twenty-
first century. Solidly rooted in Scripture—and uniquely focusing
on Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount—the book has
offered students, pastors, and other readers a comprehensive
and challenging framework for Christian ethical thought. Writing
about recent Christian ethics in Jesus Christ, Gushee and Stas-
sen focus on the meaning of the Kingdom of God, perennial
themes of moral authority and moral norms, and all the issues
raised by the Sermon on the Mount—such as life and death, sex-

ual and gender ethics, love and justice, truth telling, and politics.

ERERAT 5 ETUASH & K — ek, B Sl ok (5 B,

2. American Presbyterians and Revival: Lessons from the Nine-

teenth Century
DVD By: Dr. W. Robert Godfrey

The church today must navigate

&

TERIANS

a rapidly changing world. Amid a divid- -
PRESBY
ed culture, many Christians face the

mounting pressure to compromise

their biblical convictions in the name of

unity. Others, concerned by the
church's diminishing influence in soci-
ety, suggest it's time to make significant changes to worship and
evangelism. We're not the first to face these challenges. In this
teaching series, Dr. W. Robert Godfrey takes us back to another
period of volatile transitions: nineteenth-century America. Show-
ing how Reformed and Presbyterian Christians navigated theo-
logical controversies, cultural tensions, and even civil war, these
messages demonstrate how the church of Jesus Christ can shine

as a light in dark and difficult circumstances.
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Senior Trip Re-
flection

Class of 2022 ——

We went in with no expectations other than a fun
time, a finale to our high school years. It was just a
beach trip with movie nights and hanging out with
friends. What we found out was that this was any-
thing but just a trip.

From drifting a distance from shore to playing
rounds of Gartic Phone, God’s gift of community
shone through. There was not a drop of disagreement
when it came to cleaning or ride arrangements. Eve-
ryone offered a hand in crafting our elaborate sushi
dinner, whether it be frying tempura sushi rolls or
mixing the miso soup, and everyone enjoyed the de-
lectable products of our willing cooperation.

Even in the midst of possible dangerous marine life
and hiding in the garage, there was a strong sense of
community and support. Through the horror movies
and ankle-twisting, we shouldered the fear and diffi-
culty, showing our compassion and care for each oth-
er.

Despite our previous strictly superficial relationships
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with one another, this vacation paved the way for a
full display of community and closeness. The experi-
ence was truly one of the best closing chapters to an
era of life and was a testament to the beautiful amal-
gamation of talents and skills that comes with Christ-
led community.

Some personal reflections:

Katelyn: My favorite part of the senior trip was
getting to cook together.

Gary: My favorite part of senior trip was An-

drew's foot getting bitten by a shark. (joke).
What really happened was we ran into two dol-
phins. I also enjoyed Pastor Sion's singing at
night.



Richard: My favorite thing from the senior trip
was going out to the ocean and swimming and
Jjust like spending time with all the seniors and

spending fellowship and just getting to know
each other.

Samantha: My favorite part of the senior trip
was getting to hang out with everyone and play-
ing games together.

Shirley: Hi, seniors. First of all, I wanted to express
my gratitude to you guys. Thank you for your trust
and for allowing David and me to be your guardians
for the senior trip. I have to admit that it was an ex-

traordinary and exciting experience for the both of us.

And thank you for letting us be a part of your senior
trip memories.

One of the most memorable moments for me was the
head-counting. Ever since we arrived at the Florida
beach house, I started counting subconsciously. The
counting experience reminded me about Jesus’ Para-
ble of the Lost Sheep. I knew this story well, but it
was only head knowledge. There were 11 of you in
total. On one occasion, I only counted to 10, and my
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heart was grasped by fear.

Who was the last sheep and where was he? Praise the
Lord that He had mercy on me. I found the lost one
sooner than I anticipated. I remember one of the vers-
es in the parable: “He (refers to the shepherd) is happi-
er about the one sheep than about the 99 that did not
wander off.” Never did this passage resonate so deeply
within me until that moment when I was with the 10
and found the one. God is so great and amazing, isn’t
He?

Another memorable moment was observing you guys
bonding together, either through making a gourmet
meal or helping your injured classmate. I saw the Holy
Spirit working and Christ’s love flowing among you
all.

I am excited that you are entering into a new stage of
life. I wish you all the best and also want to remind
you that this church is your home, your spiritual shel-
ter. You are always welcome, regardless of what hap-
pens. Tonight, we are sending you off, not with a
“Goodbye” but a “See you again!”

With love,
Shirley at the Senior Night
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Gospel Living with One Another

By Richard Matthews & Hong Ke

In heavy-hearted reflection about painful conflicts that ACCCN has endured in recent times, the English Sunday

school took on a series on “Gospel Living with One Another” to try to learn how to live out the Gospel message

when conflicts arise. We didn't focus only on our church; we looked at experiences that everybody has. We thought

it would be beneficial to share some of the things we learned.

Human beings will always have conflicts, but why are they so quick to escalate and so difficult to settle, even for

Christians? We came to realize that there is a chasm between what we know about Gospel living in our heads and

how we live out that message. How can we reduce that damaging gap?

CONFLICTS

It doesn’t take much for a conflict to start — sometimes
as little as a simple difference of opinion or a rude or in-

sensitive word.

The character traits we should have as Christians are
humility, gentleness, patience, tolerance, compassion,
kindness and commitment. The opposites are pride,
harshness, impatience, intolerance, hard-heartedness,

and unkindness.

If we can look at ourselves honestly, we may be sad-
dened to have to admit that we possess— and inevitably
practice —more of the opposite traits, the ones that do
most to cause escalation of minor clashes into major bat-
tles.

Very quickly we find ourselves not dealing with the con-
flicts themselves, but getting entangled in hurt, anger,
and sadness; when that happens, the original issues may
become irrelevant or even forgotten. A perfectly good,
practical resolution, fair to both sides, won't be accepted.
At that point, it's all about the emotions, each party focus-
ing on the pain the other “caused.”

Out-of-control conflicts produce broken relationships.

Other things get broken, too - marriages, friendships,
businesses, teams, churches, you name it. One of the
sources we used for the series added this: “Churches and
Christians are not immune from conflicts. Pastors are
fired or forced to resign, people leave church individually
or in groups or even leave the faith. Every single time, the
reputation of Christ is at stake. ” Does that sound famil-

iar?

In conflicts we often focus entirely on ourselves; that's
not what the Bible tells us to do. “Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only
to his own interests, but also to the interests of oth-
ers.” (Philippians 2:3-4) We also insist on our “rights” as
the price for resolving a dispute. But Paul, speaking of
differences over clean and unclean food, warned directly
against that: “But take care that this right of yours does
not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.” (1
Corinthians 8:9) Or, to put it another way, many times we
need to “forgo the right to be right.” After all, which is
more important — to convince an enemy that you are cor-

rect or to convince a friend that you care?
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We can’t prevent all conflicts, but think how good it “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
would be to at least stifle them BEFORE they escalate. good.” (Romans 12:21)
Some of us can never let a perceived slight or criticism
from a stranger, friend, or spouse go unavenged. Emo-
tions rise with each exchange; neither is willing to let the
other “win.” This is clearly not biblical behavior: “Repay
no one evil for evil.... If possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all.” (Romans 12:17-18) After
one of these artillery exchanges ends, ask the warriors
who the winner was. If they are honest, they will admit,
“we both lost!” The best way to break the chain is to
compete instead to see who can be first NOT to strike
back (Jesus: “turn the other cheek”), thus stealing the

malicious momentum from the battle. As Paul concludes,

JUDGING OTHERS

Have any of us judged anybody critically lately? Why discriminate between truth and errors, right and wrong.
are we even doing that? Are we following Jesus’ instruc- But we must keep an open mind when we do that, and
tions? Hardly. In Luke 6:37, He plainly says, “Judge not, should do so only for the purpose of helping everyone
and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will become better and more Christ-like.

not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven”. His Negative judging comes particularly in four forms:

brother James agreed: “But who are you to judge your

neighbor?” (James 4:12) 1) Thinking negatively of the qualities of others. We latch on to
a habit of selective data gathering that “builds a case” to
This doesn’t mean we can’t have opinions about oth- .
support our disapproval.
ers, their ideas, or their actions. The Bible gives specific

instructions for assessing the qualities of people - when 2) Thinking the worst of people’s words and actions, producing
choosing deacons and other church leaders, for exam- incorrect judgment.

ple. But in situations that involve conflict, or may lead to 3) Assuming the worst about others’ motives. Maybe a person

it, we tend to judge not people’s actions but somehow says something we don't like, but it comes for the purest of
their worth - as friends, coworkers, clients, or even reasons, but we leap to assume it is grounded in selfishness,
Christians. greed, pride, stubbornness, etc.

In researching for the series, we learned about 4)  Speculating about aspects of an event that are not known,

“positive judging” and “negative judging.” The first leading to exaggeration or inflation of existing facts (or even

means to evaluate others’ words and actions carefully to invention of unknown ones) in ways that produce unfair
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prejudgment. have that same ability and try to act in his place is to sin.

When we do these things, we dishonor God, hurt
other people, and weaken the ability of His church to
do His work and spread His word.

When we judge, we should judge charitably. Think
about the golden rule: “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.” We want people to interpret
our motives, actions and words in the best possible
way; shouldn’t we do the same for others? We can’t
look into others’ hearts and judge their motives. God

is the only one who can do that, and to believe we

FORGIVENESS

Well-known author Ken Sande said, “Christians are the
most forgiven people in the world. Therefore, we should
be the most forgiving people in the world. And yet, to us
humans, even Christian humans, forgiveness seems like

an unnatural act.”

Forgiveness costs us something — maybe our “rights,”
or some benefit that we think we should receive, even

the “opportunity” to get even.

Forgiveness is not the same as trust; the latter can
take time. But is refusing to trust someone after trust
has been earned an example of Christian love? Jesus
said we should love everyone, even our enemies. If we
do that, surely we will lovingly interpret what that some-
one does and says, rather than seeking ulterior motives

or imagining lurking evil.

Rebuilding trust may take a while, but we must always

trust God. If we reject a person because he has sinned,

doesn’t that mean we don’t believe God can change
him? If we reject any person because he has sinned,

doesn’t that mean we have to reject ourselves?

Forgiveness is an act of will power. “(If your brother)
sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you
seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’” you must forgive
him.” (Luke 17:4) Remember what the disciples said in
response to this, realizing how hard it would be to live
up to that command? “Increase our faith!” Do we have

enough faith to forgive?

Breaking the cycle of ungrace means taking the initia-
tive, instead of insisting it’s the other guy’s obligation.
Yes, that’s hard. And forgiveness is not a magic trick; it
doesn’t resolve all the issues that led to a conflict or
decide matters of blame and fairness (many times it has
to avoid such decisions), but it causes the parties to put

down their weapons and start over, hopefully with a new
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approach to relationships. In Colossians 3:13, Paul advises living in kindness and
Lewis Smedes made a critical point about this process: patience, "bearing with one another and, if one has a

“The first and often the only person to be healed by for- complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the

giveness is the person who does the forgiveness.... When Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

we genuinely forgive, we set a prisoner free and then dis- Maybe the most direct and powerful reminder comes
cover that the prisoner we set free was us.” Maybe a lot with the Lord’s prayer (Matthew 6:9-13). It asks several
of us agree with most of these thoughts but don’t think things of the Father, and a key one is this: “forgive us our
we can apply them. The most important thing to say debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. "After the
about that is a simple biblical truth: For a Christian, for- prayer ends, Jesus’ next remark is a stark and frightening
giving is NOT OPTIONAL. warning: “If you do not forgive men their sins, your Father

We all know the parable of the unforgiving servant will not forgjve your sins.

(Matthew 18:21-35): A king forgave the debt of a servant
who owed him 10,000 talents, but then the servant vio-
lently demanded payment from another servant who
owed him 100 denarii. When the king found out, he said,
“You wicked servantl... should not you have had mercy on
your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ And in anger
his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should
pay all his debt.” What did Jesus say about this in verse
357 “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of

you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

All of this advice is easy to say or write. After the classes, most of us were challenged to think honestly
about whether it was easy for any of us to do. Maybe this discussion will prompt many to ask the same ques-
tion and to examine our hearts. After all, what good is it for someone to profess to be a Christian but to find it

inconvenient to live out its principles?

It is Oct. 18 as we are finishing up this article, and this morning we read the devotion for that day in Oswald
Chambers’ famous book, “My Utmost for His Highest.” Here is his reminder about the absolute necessity to

DO what we believe in rather than just saying all the right things: “The true test of my love for Jesus is a very

practical one, and all the rest is sentimental talk.”

Can we take to heart the "practical” steps outlined here — especially since most also happen to be biblical
commands? When someone offends us, we must always remember — and act upon — one essential truth:

that our heavenly Father dearly loves that person, whom Christ also died to redeem.
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The theme of our ACCCN in 2022 is “Love God, Love
Family, Love Church.” God is love, and there is no fear in His
perfect love. While the epidemic situation is changing irregularly,
the number of participants attending Sunday worship is increas-
ing, and the in-person fellowship meetings are gradually resum-
ing. Not only do old friends return to the church one after another,
which makes people grateful, but also new friends come from

afar every week. What a joy!

In “The Voice of Our Shepherds,” Minister Dongjian

Guo called to mind chicken soup for the soul and told
us that, according to the Bible, “Life can be repeated,” .
because people can be born again. “I hope we Chris-

tians don’t just say ‘I have been born again ,” but live a .

lanta At-Home Mission” and encouraged brothers and
sisters to “seize the opportunity” to care for refugees,

pray faithfully, and actively participate in Muslim missions across
churches. Coincidentally, Roger Lam, a missionary, shared the .
blessing of peace and his personal experience of Muslim mis-
sions: “How do Muslims become followers of Jesus?” It’s be-
cause they see God’s love in three ways: reading the Bible at ‘
home and being inspired by the Holy Spirit, knowing Christ in
business as mission, and (the most influential and difficult way)
seeing Christians live out the love of Christ and influence others .
with their lives.

In “A Life in Christ,” the article “Flying Melody, Let Praise
Fly” reported by the ACCCN Choir reviewed the music crusade .
“Rebirth, Salvation, Hope” of the joint choir on October 1, which
showed that people testify and share because of love, preach and
call to spread love, and give a message and outlook that contain
love. At the same time, the brothers and sisters of ACCCN in-
creased their love through the knowledge and experience of
knowing God. Some of them thought deeply about “Why did
Jesus perform miracles?”” And others read the Bible and the life of
Christ with joy and participate in Sunday school enthusiastically.
They also practice the truth together and follow “Gospel Living
with One Another,” to reduce conflict, accept each other, and
forgive each other.

In “Thanksgiving Testimony,” six brothers and sisters who
were recently baptized told different stories of Grace but thanked
and praised the same Lord. May we live a reborn life because of
the Love of the Cross, and “Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness,

Live out Christ” in 2023! .

http://www.acccn.org
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